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ADVERTISEMENT. 


which  it  relates',  and  efpecially  to  thofe  who 
niay  have  lijiened  to  the  narrations  of  Mr,  CorfeV 
friends,  which  have  been  in  general  calculated  to 
deceive. 

It  is  not  fit  that  their  mifreprefentations’^  fiould 
pafs  uncontradiBtd :  and  it  feems  impraBicable  to 
contradi^  them  in  a  private  way,  They  have  been 
impofed  in  companies  where  none  were  prefent  to  re¬ 
fute  them  ^  and  they  have  been  impofed  in  fo  many 
companies,  that  nothing  but  a  publication  of  this 
kind  cnn  reach  them. 

It  may  be,  that  feveral  perfons  have  not  given 
credit  to  the  friends  of  Mr,  Corfe  ;  but  there  is 
good  reafon  to  believe,  that  many  have  been  deceived 
by  them.  And  if  fo,  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the 
conduct  of  fome  very  worthy  and  refpedtable  perfons 
( who  have  oppofed Mr,  Cor fe’j- fch ernes )  is grievoujly 
mifunderftood :  Mr,  s  friends,  in  the  excefs 

of  their  zeal,  have  repeatedly  afcribed  the  behaviour 
of  thofe  who  do  ?iot  concur  with  them,  and  efpecially 
of  thofe  who  prof efs  any  attachment  Afr.  Parry, 
to  a  want  of  humanity,  and  to  a  prevalence  of  the 
worft  motives.  It  is  important,  therefore,  that  this 
afi'air  fhould  be  openly  developed  to  the  world,  in  order 
to  vindicate  the  charaBers  of  thofe  who  have  been 
unjufily  charged  with  acting  an  ungenerous  and  cruel 
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part  towards  a  dejerving  man.  Whatever  may  be 
thought  of  fquabbles  about  MuJiCy  fuch  afperfons  as 
theje  are  not  trifies. 

Another  matter  of  fome  moment  is  alfo  at  fake. — 
Mr.  Parry's  charafter  and  credit  in  his  profeffion. 
—Mr.  s  friends  ( thinking  every  thing  lawful 

againft  the  man  they  difikedy  and  who  food  in  their 
way )  have  multiplied  their  attempts  to  injure  and  op- 
prefs  hhn.  Surely  the  kind  a?id ^benevolent  will  efieem 
it  a  point  of  duty  to  protedl  him  I  Let  it  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  his  comfort y  and  even  the  fubffience  of  him- 
felf  and  his  family y  depend  much  on  his  prqfefional 
charadler.  The  contefs  of  our  mufc-roomy  thereforCy 
are  not  of  fo  trivial  a  nature  as  may  be  fuppofed  by 
thofe  who  may  at  firfly  perhaps y  think  them  unworthy 
of  an  argujnent  of  this  kind. 

i 

I  am  fometimes  inclined  to  hope  that  the  more  mild 
and  candid  among f  Mr.  Copy's.' s  part izans  will  not 
be  offended  at  any  thing  to  be  found  in  the  following 
pages :  They  will  certainly  now  have  a  better  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  acquainting  themfelves  with  our  arguments 
than  they  have  yet  had :  And  it  may  reafonably  be 
hopedy  that  what  is  written  deliberately y  and  redde  at 
leifurCy  will  contribute  to  promote  dtfcuffony  and  to 
obviate  ?niflakesy  much  better  than  any  converfation 
can  poffbly  do.  , 

One  thmg  the  writer  of  thefe  pages  wifhes  to  pro- 
fefs  concerning  himfelf  :—Lhat  he  did  not  adl  from 
the  folicitation  of  any  friend y  but  gave  his  vote  at  the 
meeting  of  Subj'cribers  to  the  Salijbury  Concert  on  the 
igth  offanuary  (when  Mr.  Corfe  was  made  foie 
conduSor  of  it J  in  firidi  conformity  with  his  own  un- 
biaffed  fentiments.  Finding  that  there  would  be  a 
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contejly  it  was  natural  for  him  to  feek  for  fome  rule  td 
govern  his  conduct.  The  End  of  a  Concert  is  nothing  ' 
befde  Music;  As  a  fubfcriber  then  he  had  only  to 
decide  what  arrangement  would  bef  advance  the  fo- 
ciety,  confdered  in  one  lights  as  a  Concert — as  a  Mu- 
fical  Society.  He  decided  readily  for  himfelf  on  this 
pointy  and  was  furprized  at  hearing  fome  talk  fo  te- 
dioufy  on  this  occafoUy  of  Liberality  a7id  Compaffion, 
and  others  ( more  improperly )  of  Retrospects  and 
Revenge.  As  a  fubfcriber  to  the  Concert  y  he  was 
not  concerned  with  any  thing  that  had  happened  out 
of  doors*,  with  any  thing  foreign  to  the  Bufinefs  and 
End  ^  the fo  ciety.  With  regard  to  the  two  prof ef or s, 
he  deems  himfelf  one  of  thofe  whom  in  the  following 
pages  he  files  Neutrals.  He  was  hardly  acquainted 
with  either  of  them, 

I 

j 

As  Mr,  CorfeV  friends  have  been  pie  a  fed  to  cen-- 
fare  with  fo  much  licence  aud  acrimony  the  behaviour 
of  thofe  who  have  thought  fity  without  depreciating 
Mr,  CorfeV  real  7nerity  rather  to  efpoufe  the  mterefl 
of  Mr,  Parry,  for  which  conduct  they  feem  to  have 
i  no  other  vifble  reafon  than  this  preference ;  it  is  to 
;  be  expebledy  that  in  jufiice  to  thofe  whom  they  have 
fo  hafily  condemfiedy  the  reafons  and  authorities  of 
i  their  cenfure  fdould  be  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of 
:  this  city  and  neighbourhood *,  otherwife  it  muf  appear 
that  their  loud  clamours  and  bitter  mvcBives  were 
the  fliort-lived  creatures  of  an  angry  moment,— the 
iffues  of  diiappointment. 


A 


BRIEF  STATE,  &c. 


IT  is  by  no  means  the  defign  of  the  prefent  paper 
to  add  fuel  to  a  flame  that  has  already  burnt 
but  too  fiercely.  On  the  contrary,  the  pro- 
feffed  purpofe  of  it  is  to  promote  candid  difcuffion, 

!  and  to  obviate  mifconception.  With  this  view,  it 
may  be  proper,  firft,  to  ofter  fome  arguments  and 
confiderations  on  the  original  caufe  of  difpute^  and 
!  then  to  take  notice  of  thofe  groundlefs  jealoufies  and 
apprehenjionsy  which  have  fo  much  contributed  to 
widen  our  diviflons,  and  to  fruftrate  the  attempts 
that  have  been  made  to  reconcile  us. 

But  as  the  following  pages,  tho'  principally  put 
together  for  the  conviftion  of  the  city  and  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  may  pofiibly  fall  into  the  hands  of  per- 
fons  not  acquainted  with  the  tranfadtions,  I  fhall 
take  leave  to  give  in  a  few  words  the  outline  of  the 
affair. 

Mr.  CoRFE  and  Mr.  Parry  were  candidates  for 
the  office  of  Organifl  of  Salifbury  Cathedral :  Mr. 
P.  was  fuccefsfuL  Some  gentlemen  and  ladies,  who 
wifhed  for  Mr.  Corfe,  (and  who  had  folicited  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  in  his  favor)  were  extremely  an¬ 
gry  at  the  preference  given  to  Mr.  Parry.  The 
death  of  the  late  Organifl:  had  alfo  vacated  a  feat  in 
the  Orcheflra  of  the  Subfcription-Concert,  This 
I  •  was 
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was  therefore  to  be  filled  up;  and  Mr,  Parrv,  no 
doubt,  expefted  to  fucceed  Dr.  Stephens  in  his  fta- 
tion  in  the  Concert,  and  to  have  that  pre-eminence 
in  mufical  affairs  which  for  many  good  reafons  is 
ufually  given  to  the  Organifts  of  Cathedrals  in  other 
places.  But  to  fatisfy  Mr.  Corfe  and  his  friends, 
he  waved  his  pretenfions  to  this  pre-eminence  in 
the  Orcheftra,  and  modeftly  and  good-naturedly 
offered  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  Mr.  Corfe  in  the 
direction  of  the  Concert,  fo  as  to  fink  every  idea  of 
fuperiority  between  them.  This  propofition  Mr. 
Corfe's  friends  very  angrily  rejected;  and,  by  dint 
of  canvafling,  procured  a  huge  party  to  join  with 
them  in  that  rejection,  and  in  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  C.  to  the  foie  conduit  of  the  Concert,  very 
much  againfl  the  will  and  advice  of  many  of  the 
oldefl  and  moft  judicious  members  of  the  fociety. 

We  are  now  to  proceed  to  the  bufinefs  of  this 
paper. 

When  the  office  of  organifl  was  difpofed  of,  all 
competition  between  Meffrs.  Corfe  and  Parry 
was  properly  at  an  end,  and  all  contefl  fhould  have 
ceafed.  Inllead  of  this,  Mr.  Parry's  fuccefs  was 
no  fooner  known,  than  the  difcontent  of  Mr. 
Corfe's  friends  began  to  ihew  itfelf,  and  it  was 
eafy  to  forefee  that  fome  grand  fcheme  of  oppofition 
would  be  tried.  It  was  evident  that  their  difap- 
pointment  was  extremely  great,  and  that  they  were 
wholly  unable  to  bear  the  repulfe i  had  met  with. 
He  was  their  Protege ;  they  had  ftept  forth  to  affifl: 
him,  and  yet  he  failed.  They  publickly  vowed  re¬ 
venge  for  the  negledt  with  which  they  had  been  i 
treated,  and  held  frequent  councils  on  the  mode  of  i 
obtaining  it.  In  the  mean  time  the  moft  virulent 
abufe  of  the  Chapter  on  account  of  their  negledl  of  i 
Mr.  Corfe,  appeared  in  the  public  prints.  Thofe  3 
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of  Mr.  Corfe’s  friends  who  converfed^  were  more 
fcurrilous,  if  poffible,  than  even  their  writers.  In 
Salifbury,  the  play-houfe  and  other  public  places 
refounded  with  their  clamours.  All  companies 
were  compelled  to  hear  their  invedlives :  and  where- 
ever  they  went,  either  in  the  neighbourhood  or  at 
a  diftance,  their  fubjedt  was  evermore  the  fame, — ■ 

The  cruelty  of  the  Chapter^  and  the  hard  fate  of 

poor  Mr.  Corfe/’ 

I  can  fafely  affirm  that  this  account  of  the  be-^ 
haviour  of  fome  of  Mr.  Corfe’s  principal  friends 
is  not  in  the  Idaft  exaggerated  ;  and  I  might  appeal, 
for  the  truth  of  it,  to  great  numbers  who  were 
witneffes  of  their  extravagant  condudl.  Here,  there¬ 
fore,  we  may  perceive  the  caiifa  eventoriun^—\h.c 
fecret  caufes  and  fprings  of  our  prefent  contefts ; 
and  I  am  afraid  we  thall  difcover  but  little  of  that 
humanity  and  benevolence  which  Mr.  Corfe’s  friends 
have  affigned  as  the  leading  motives  of  their  con- 
dudl.  It  would,  I  am  fure,  be  very  hard  to  con¬ 
vince  me  that  calumnies  of  the  bafeft  kind,  incef- 
fant  Hander^  and  fchemes  of  revenge,  could  proceed 
from  a  benevolent  and  humane  difpoiition.  The 
world  will  not  be  duped  with  profeffions  of  this 
nature;  humanity  and  benevolence  are  by  fome  pre¬ 
tended  to,  without  claim,  and  too  often  in  order  to 
I  cover  over  the  moft  abominable  deiigns.'^ 

I  It  was  not  long  after  Mr.  Parry’s  fuccefs  before 
Mr.  Corfe’s  party  had  completed  their  plans  of 
revenge.  The  Chapter  (they  laid)  had  made  an 
Organift,  but  he  fhould  have  no  lhare  in  the  con- 
dufl:  of  the  Concert:  to  Mr.  Corfe  they  w^ould 

_ 

^  Nulla  funt  occultiores  infaia^  quam  ea  qua  latent  in  fimulatlone 
\fficii^  aut  in  all  quo  necejptudinh  nomine.  Tacitus. 


s 

S 


give 


10 


[ 


I 


give  the  foie  and  fupreme  management  of  it,  and- 
if  the  Organift  Ihould  choofe  to  attend  it,  ‘‘  the 
Organ,  was  his  proper  injiriiment ^  This  (they  pro- 
felled)  was  intended  to  confole  Mr.  Corfe  for  his 
difappointmcnt ;  and  to  convince  him  alfo  (we  may 
believe)  that  their  patronage  and  protedtion  v/as  not 
of  fo  little  avail  as  he  might  at  that  time  (immedi¬ 
ately  after  his  defeat)  begin  to  fuppofe  it.  We  have 
feen  how  much  anger  they  expreffed  on  account  of 
the  eledtion  of  Mr.  Parry  |  this  circumftance,  v/ith 
their  reiterated  menaces  of  revenge,,  and  their  ve¬ 
hement  abufe  of  the  Chapter,  fhew  inconteftibly 
their  real  motive  for  fupporting  Mr..  Corfe  in  the 
Concert-room.  I  believe  they  now  glory  even  in 
that  motive,  and  will  therefore  nekher  deny  nor 
excufe  it. 

But  before  this  time  it  muft  have  occurred  to  the 
reader,  tliat  the  motive  which  adluated  Mr.  Corfe’s. 
friends  in  this  matter  could  not  affedt  all  the  fubfcri- 
bers  to  the  Concert,  and  that  feveral,  therefore,  mull 
have  wanted  inducements  to  join  in  their  meafures. 
Tdhey  were  angry,  difappointed,  and  (if  you  v/ill 
believe  them)  extremely  attached  to  Mr.  Corfe. 
There  were  others  who  were  not  angry,  nor  difap¬ 
pointed,  nor  yet  fo  extremely  attached  to  Mr  .Corfe., 
How  then  could  thefe  think  of  going  about  to 
revenge  a  negledl  which  they  never  felt  ^  of  pub- 
lickly  cenfuring  the  Chapter,  in  whofe  condudl 
they  found  nothing  wTong,  or  of  fetting  Mr.,  Corfe 
at  the  head  of  the  Concert,  when  it  was  evidently 
for  the  good  of  the  fociety  that  he  Ihould  lhare  the 
condudl  wdth  another,  who  is  generally  allowed  by 
judges  of  mulic,  to  be  in  all  respects  his 
Eqjual,  and  in  some  far  his  Superior. 
What  then  was  left  for  the  impartial,  unprejudiced 
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part  of  the  fubfcribers,  but  to  diffent  ?  Men  not 
wrought  up  to  the  pitch  of  Mr.  Corfe’s  friends 
could  have  fmall  inclination  to  go  their  lengths,  or 
■to  concur  with  them  through  mere  complaifance . 
Here  then  naturally  commenced  a  diverlity  of  con- 
dudl  as  well  as  of  ientiment  amongft  the  fubfcribers 
to  the  Concert, 

It  is  reafonable  to  enquire  what  was  the  com¬ 
plexion  of  the  Concert  upon  the  whole,  when  this 
meaiure  was  propofed  by  Mr,  Corfe’s  party.  The 
members  of  the  Subfcription-concert  confifted  at 
this  time  of  three  diftindt  clalfes.  There  were  Mr. 
Corfe’s  friends,  Mr.  Parry’s  friends,  (for  he  too 
had  friends  who  thought  his  welfare  concerned  in 
this  matter  no  lefs  than  Mr.  Corfe’s)  and  there 
were  Neutrals,  v/ho  were  totally  indifferent  as  to 
the  two  profeffors,  and  flightly  acquainted  with 
either. 

Now  Mr.  Parry’s  friends  could  not  furely  join 
in  a  defign  which  was  evidently  calculated  to  do 
him  an  injury,  to  lower  him  and  leffen  him,  and 
to  put  another  profeffor  (who  had  no  claim  to  fuch 
fuperiority)  over  his  head.  Still  lefs  could  they  be 
expedled  to  agree  to  fchemes  expreflly  contrived  by 
•the  friends  of  his  competitor  in  order  to  be  revenged 
on  him,  and  on  thofe  by  whom  he  had  been  pre¬ 
ferred.  And  as  to  the  Neutrals,  thofe  who  were 
biaffed  by  no  perfonal  regards  to  either  of  the  pro- 
feffors ; — could  any  one  imagine  that  they  would 
•on  a  fudden  glow  wi,th  ardor  for  the  fervice  of  Mr. 
Corfe  ;  that  they  would,  for  his  fake,  openly 
affront  the  Chapter  with  whom  they  have  long  lived 
in  perfedt  amity,  by  joining  with  thofe  who  had 
avowedly  that  delign  ?  Could  any  one  conceive  that 
they  were  blind  to  Mr.  Parry’s  merits  as  a  profeffor; 
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or  that  they  had  fo  far  forgotten  the  end  and  defign 
of  a  Concert,  as  not  to  refledl  on  the  expediency  of 
engaging  fo  valuable  a  performer  as  he  is,  in  fp  'tte  oj 
precedence  and  etiquette  ?  Or  (to  put  one  queftion 
more)  could  any  one  perfuade  himfelf  that  inde¬ 
pendent  gentlemen  would  fuifer  themfelves  to  be 
made  the  tools  of  other  people’s  enmity^  that  they 
would  affift  in  carrying  their  fchemes  of  revenge 
into  execution  ?  Or  that  having  expended  their  mo¬ 
ney  in  fupport  of  a  Concert,  they  would  confent  to 
have  it  ruined  by  the  introdudtion  of  party  quarrels, 
and  in  order  to  pleafe  two  or  three  angry  people, 
who,  like  little  children,  fumed  and  fretted  becaufe 
they  could  not  have  what  they  cried  for  ? 

Let  us  go  to  the  bottom  of  this  mighty  conteft, 
and  let  us  afk.  What  had  the  Chapter  done  that 
could  be  matter  of  offence  to  any  fubfcriber  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Concert  ?  They  had  ufed  their  own 
difcretion  (that  allowed  them  by  the  conftitution  of 
their  church)  in  choofing  their  own  fervant.  Of 
two  candidates,  they  had  preferred,  confeffedly,  the 
moft  able  Organift.  On  the  death  of  Dr.  Stephens, 
(indeed  before  he  was  dead)  many  applications 
were  made  to  the  Chapter  in  favor  of  Mr.  Corfe, 
but  fcarcely  one  that  I  have  ever  heard  of,  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Pa  RRY.  His  merits  were  his  only  advo¬ 
cates.  I  have  been  well  informed,  that  the  Chapter 
(thus  folicited  on  one  hand,  and  Mr.  Parry’s  abi¬ 
lities  pleading  forcibly  on  the  other)  had  intended 
to  bring  the  talents  of  the  two  candidates  to  an 
open  trial,  that  they  and  the  public  might  judge 
which  ought  to  be  preferred.  But  this  defign  was 
upon  the  matureft  deliberation  (I  may  fay)  bene¬ 
volently  \  why,  and  for  whofe  fake,  need 

not  he  mentioned.  Upon  the  whole,  no  eledion, 
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perhaps,  ever  afForded  fo  little  ground  for  juft 
cenfure.^ 

I  muft  be  allowed  to  think  that  the  Chapter 
Hand  free  from  all  cenfure  on  the  fcore  of  this 
eleftion.  On  the  other  hand,  by  preferring  Mr. 
Parry,  they  introduced  a  new  performer  into  the 
town,  whofe  affiftance  would  have  been  of  great 
and  lignal  ufe  to  our  Concert  in  its  reduced  ftate, 
from  the  lofs  of  feveral  of  its  great  fupports.J 

How  then  could  impartial  men  think  of  going 
out  of  their  way  to  infult  the  Chapter;  and  what  is 
more,  for  nothing;- — ^for  the  exercife  of  one  of  their 
own  clear,  undeniable  rights  ?  How  could  any  fub- 
fcriber  to  the  Concert  pretend  to  complain  of  an 
arrangement  from  which  fo  much  advantage  to  the 
Concert  might  have  been  derived? 

From  the  view  I  have  given  of  the  complexion 
of  the  Concert  when  the  introdudlion  of  Mr. 
CoRFE,  under  a  new  charadber,  was  firft  propofed, 
’tis  plain  that  Mr.  Corfe’s  friends  never  could 
imagine  that  their  propofal  would  be  well  received 
by  the  fubfcribers.  They  could  not  imagine  it, 
unlefs  they.  fuppofed  that  the  fubfcribers  would  adt 
in  diredl  oppofition  to  their  own  fentiments  and 
feelings:  unlefs  they  fuppofed  that  Mr.  Parry’s 
friends  would  adl  inimically  towards  him;  and  that 
gentlemen  who  were  not  angry  or  difcontented. 


*  The  Chapter  were  fo  fingularly  happy  in  having  two  fuch 
refpe6table  candidates  on  this  occaiion,  that  it  was  obferved  by  one 
of  Mr.  Corfe’s  friends  before  the  eledlion,  that  their  decifion 
could  hardly  be  wrong:  and  yet,  by  the  clamour  that  has  been 
raifed  on  account  of  this  decihon  fince,  one  would  fuppofe  either 
that  Mr.  C.  had  an  indefeafible  right  to  fucceed  Dr.  Stephens,  and 
was  the  fingle  qualified  candidate,  or  that  fome  very  inferior  pro- 
felTor  had  been  his  competitor. 

X  Mr.  Harris,  Dr.  Stephens,  and  Mr,  Tewkefbury. 

would 
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would  afl:  as  if  they  were  fo.  The  violent  mea- 
fures  of  Mr.  Corfe’s  friends,  therefore,  began  this 
conteft:  they  propofed  what  it  was  impoffible  that 
the  fubfcribers  fhould  agree  to:  what  it  was  poll- 
lively  their  duty  to  rejed:.  The  bufinefs  lies  in  a 
fmall  compafs:  Two  or  three  members  of  the  Con¬ 
cert  were  oifended  at  the  Chapter's  not  chooling 
the  Organift  for  whom  they  had  folicited;  and 
then  they  modeftly  expeded  the  whole  body  of 
fubfcribers  to  take  up  their  quarrel,  and  to  be  as 
angry,  abufive,  and  revengeful  as  themfelves:  and 
all  this  while,  many  of  the  fubfcribers  were  of 
opinion  that  the  Chapter  had  chofen  the  propereft 
perfon ;  and  others  faw  plainly,  that  whether  the 
propereft  or  not,  the  Concert  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter.  By  this  time,  I  apprehend,  that 
any  ftranger  of  difcernmeht  is  pretty  well  au  fait 
of  this  conteft;  that  he  fees  to  the  bottom  of  it; 
and  perceives  pretty  clearly  what  fort  of  people  he 
is  got  amongft. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  fee  how  they  carried  their 
plan  of  revenge  (for  fo  I  mu  ft  always  term  it)  into 
execution. 

Inftead,  then,  of  fettling  the  matter  in  an  amicable 
manner,  and  making  the  beft  terms  they  could  for 
Mr.  CoRFE,  they  began  a  ftrong  canvafs,  (firft 
fecretly,  and  then  more  openly)  and  determined  to 
decide  all  differences  by  the  vote.  Many  of  Mr. 
Corfe's  friends  ( who  had  always  profefjed  their  in¬ 
difference  to  miifc j  immediately  became  fubfcribers ; 
feveral  who  were  fubfcribers  only  for  the  half-year,  , 
paid  the  other  moiety  of  their  fubfeription,  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  the  privilege  of  voting.  At  the  fame 
time  the  open  abufe  of  the  Chapter  for  their  pre¬ 
ference  of  Mr.  Parry,  rofe  to  a  height  hardly  to 
be  conceived. 

One  I 
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One  gentleman  in  particular  fpoke  of  the  Chapter 
(it  will  be  underftood  that  I  mean  thofe  who  pa¬ 
tronized  Mr.  Parry)  in  fuch  terms,  and  in  fuch 
improper  places,  as  very  much  to  leffen  his  cha¬ 
racter  for  good-fenfe,  good-nature^  and  good- 
manners. 

What  fort  of  arguments  they  urged  in  the  courfe 
I  of  their  canvafs,  is  pretty  well  known;  in  the  firfi: 

I  beginning,  they  faid  nothing  of  any  conteft  likely 
I  to  take  place ;  and  fome  who  engaged  their  votes 
I  at  that  period  have  declared  that  they  had  no  idea 
:  of  the  exiftence  of  thofe  fchemes  which  appeared 
afterwards.  When  it  was  known  that  there  would 
be  a  conteft,  and  that  the  propofal  of  placing  Mr, 
CoRFE  at  the  head  of  the  Concert  would  not  be 
agreeable  to  all  the  fubferibers,  they  canvafted  in 
another  manner.  They  reprefented  Mr.  Corfe  as 
extremely  opprefled  by  the  Chapter,  and  by  Mr. 
Parry’s  friends.  They  exalted  his  merits  to  the 
fkies,  and  ended,  in  general,  with  fomething  ridi- 
culoufly  pathetic  about  his  large  family.  They 
I  endeavoured,  in  a  word,  to  make  every  body  very 
I  angry  with  the  Chapter,  and  to  perfuade  them  that 
Mr.  Corfe  was  an  objeCl  of  the  greateft  compaf- 
fton.  To  end  all  difficulties,  Mr.  Parry  deter¬ 
mined  to  propofe  his  terms  of  Eqijality  ;  at  the 
fame  time  he  determined,  by  the  advice  of  his  friends,, 
never  to  offer  or  accept  any  other :  He  fixed  his 
demand  as  low  as  he  could,  and  refolved  never  to 
go  lower.  It  was  found  that  thefe  terms  were  not 
agreeable  to  Mr.  Corfe’s  friends.  And  now,  I 
am  about  to  relate  what,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  will 
aftonifh  every  impartial  perfon.  After  thefe  fair 
and  liberal  terms  had  been  rejeCled,  and  rejected 
with  infolence  and  fcorn,  Mr.  Parry’s  friends, 
from  no  other  motive  than  a  love  of  peace,  and  a 

fmeere 
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fincere  defire  to  procure  an  accommodation,  made 
another  propofal,  which  they  thought  could  not  fail 
of  acceptance.  They  propofed,  that  on  Mr.  Parry's 
being  declared  joint  Condudtor  of  the  Concert 
with  Mr.  CoRFE,  Mr.  Corfe  fhould  have  every 
year  a  Benefit-concert,  to  which  they  all  promifed 
to  contribute  conftantly  their  utmoft  fupport.  This 
was  rejefted  with  more  fcorn  and  infolence  than 
the  former  propofal.  It  has  been  recommended 
lince  to  Mr.  Corfe's  friends  as  the  only  healing 
?neafure-y  and  again  rejedted  as  before.  I  will  make 
only  one  obfervation  on  this  propofal  at  prefent. 
It  clearly  proves  that  thofe  who  have  been  called 
Mr.  Corfe's  enemies,  were  very  ready  to  fhew 
him  all  the  kindnefs  in  their  power,  in  a  proper 
wayy  tho'  they  were  refolved  neither  to  abufe  the 
Chapter,  to  degrade  and  deprefs  the  Organift,  or  to 
injure  the  Concert,  for  his  fervice.^ 

The  time  of  the  meeting  (Jan.  19)  was  now  near 
at  hand,  and  the  more  angry  ones  amongft  Mr. 
Corfe's  friends  pleafed  themfelves  with  anticipa¬ 
ting  the  triumph  they  fhould  enjoy  over  the  Chap¬ 
ter,  by  openly  patronizing  the  man  whom  they  had 
rejedled,  and  rejedting  the  man  wliom  they  had 
patronized.  It  was  evident  that  their  whole  pur- 
pofe  was  to  countenance  as  much  as  poffible  the 
perfon  whom  the  Chapter  had  not  elefted,  and  to 
look  as  unkindly  as  they  could  on  the  fuccefsful 
candidate.  This  was  the  rule  and  principle  of  their 
condudt,  and  the  lover  of  mufic  muft  acknowledge 
it  admirably  well  fnited  to  the  nature  of  a  Concert, 


Mr.  Parry’s  friends,  as  well  as  the  neutrals,  would  be  very 
forry  to  be  thought  capable  of  an  ungenerous  deiign  to  injure 
Mr.  Corfe;  and  they  offer  this  piece  of  conduct  to  the  world, 
as  a  full  proof  of  their  benevolence  towards  him. 


✓ 


and 
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and  Indeed  to  every  fpecles  of  public  entertainment. 
Mr.  Corfe’s  friends  would  have  had  a  complete 
triumph,  if  they  could  have  perfuaded  Mr.  Parry 
to  have  taken  an  inferior  ftation  to  Mr.  Corfe 
in  the  Orcheilra.  They  jujlly  concluded  before¬ 
hand,  that  this  would  humble  him  fufficiently ; 
and  the  comments  which  we  may  be  fure  they 
would  have  made  on  his  fubmitting  to  this  degra¬ 
dation,  would  have  completed  his  difgrace. 

In  fine,  they  determined,  for  the  inexpreffible 
fatisfadlion  of  revenging  themfelves  on  the  Chapter, 
to  give  up  the  real  good  of  the  Concert,  and  that 
old  good  humour  which  has  fo  long  fubfifted  in 
it,  and  which  only  can  render  it  an  agreeable  en¬ 
tertainment.  At  the  fame  time  they  reduced  their 
favourite,  Mr.  Corfe,  to  the  uncomfortable  neceffity 
of  ftanding  for  the  future  upon  the  narrow  bottom 
of  a  party,  and  of  renouncing  one  half  of  the  city  and 

neighbourhood y  when  he  might  have  enjoyed  the 

whole d'  ^  Every  man  of  fenfe  muft  fee  that 

Mr.  C -  never  will  be  benefited,  but  may  be 

greatly  injured  by  the  extreme  zeal  of  his  friends. 
Mr.  Pope,  in  one  of  his  letters,  profefles,  that  he 
would  rather  have  one  prudent  friend^  than  ten  zea-- 
lous  ones ;  which  I  take  to  be  the  opinion  of  all  the 
wifer  part  of  the  world. 

On  the  day  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Corfe's  friends 
behaved  in  a  very  new  and  fingular  manner ;  no 
party  (I  believe)  ever  having  afted  like  them  before. 
The  advertifement  in  the  Salifbury  Journal,  by 
which  the  fubferibers  to  the  Concert  were  called 
together,  was  as  follows  : 


Addifon. 


C 


SALTS 
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“  SALISBURY  SUBSCRIPTION  CONCERT. 

The  fubfcribers  are  defired  to  meet  on  Friday 
the  nineteenth  day  of  this  inftant  January,  at 
‘‘  twelve  o’clock  at  noon  precifely,  at  the  New 
Affembly-room  in  Salilbury,  to  confider  of  and 
determine  on  fuch  regulations  relative  to  the 
future  management  and  conduct  of  the  faid  Con- 
cert  as  may  be  deemed  necelTary.” 

It  appears  that  deliberatmi  was  fpecified  as  a  main 
part  of  the  bufmefs  of  the  meeting ;  and  I  will 
venture  to  add,  that  no  meeting  of  that  fort  (not 
even  a  turnpike  meeting,  or  a  veftry  in  the  meaneft 
parifli)  was  ever  convened,  in  which  deliberation 
did  not  precede  the  Resolutions.  However,  at 
this  meeting,  a  fubfcriber  of  the  party  of  Mr. 
CoRFE,  foon  flopped  all  debate,  by  his  unexampled 
declaration  that  fpeeches  only  impeded  bufmefs 

and  by  calling  for  the  queflion. - Speeches 

(with  an  affedled  infolence  in  his  manner;)— what 
more  contemptuous  could  have  been  faid  of  the 
pompous  effufions  of  a  mountebank,  or  of  the 
noify  rants  of  a  flrolling  player  ? 

He  alluded  to  what  had  been  jufl  delivered  by 
two  mofl  refpedtable  fubfcribers,  in  a  very  fenlible 
and  genteel  manner,  in  favor  of  an  accommodation. 
They  (I  will  be  bold  to  fay)  never  found  them- 
felves  treated  in  fuch  a  manner  before,  either  in  a 
public  or  private  fociety.  No  perfons  are  more 
univerfally  acceptable;  and  I  never  heard  any  of 
their  acquaintance  complain,  except  when  they 
fpeak  too  little. 

Mr.  Pa  rry’s  letter  to  the  Steward  of  the  Concert 
I  fliall  give  in  his  own  words  : 


To  the  STEWARD  of  the  Salisbury  Concert, 

S  I  R, 

Having  heard,  fince  I  came  to  Salilbury,  that 
a  meeting  of  the  Subferibers  to  the  Concert  is 
advertifed  to  be  held  to-morrow,  for  the  purpofe 
of  fixing  on  a  proper  perfon  to  prefide  at  the 
harplichord ;  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  repeat 
to  the  gentlemen,  who  (liall  be  prefen t  at  the 
meeting,  what,  when  I  was  laft  at  Salifbury,  I 
propofed  to  Mr.  Marfh,  viz.  That  I  am  willing 
to  go  hand-in-hand  with  Mr.  Corfe,  and  to 
take  the  harpfichord  alternately  with  him,  either 
every  other  night,  or  one  of  us  one  afl:,  and  the 
other  the  other  adl,  in  the  fame  Concert,  fo  as 
to  link  every  idea  of  preference  or  diftindlion 
between  us.  If  the  gentlemen  lhall  think  fa- 
vourably  of  this  propofal,  my  utmoff  abilities 
fhall  be  exerted  to  promote  the  intereft  of  the 
Concert,  and  to  give  them  every  entertainment 
■  ^  in  my  power. 

I  am.  Sir, 

‘‘  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

ROBERT  PARRY. 

Thiirfday^  fan,  i8,  1781.’* 

The  interruption  given  by  the  perfon  before- 
nieritioned,  rendered  the  meeting  very  diforderly, 
and  it  was  foon  evident  that  the  majority  thought 
of  nothing  but  of  bringing  on  a  divifwn  as  fall  as 
poffible.  No  anfwer  was  vouchfafed  to  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  two  fubferibers  nor  was  there  the 

leaft 


^  I  have  been  told  that  I  am  miftaken  in  this  point,  and  that 
a  reply  was  made  by  one  of  Mr.  Corfe’s  moft  bujiling  partizans. 

C  2  I 


[  2^2  1 

Jeaft  attempt  made  by  Corfe's  partizans  to  vindi¬ 
cate  or  explain  their  own  meafures :  Being  fure  of 
the  viftory,  they  were  above  troubling  themfelves 
about  the  juftice  of  their  caufe ;  and  the  queftion 
being  called  for,  Mr.  Corfe  was  proclaimed  Con- 
dudtor  of  the  Concert.  Thofe  gentlemen  who  dif-r 
approved  the  appointment,  diredled  that  their  names 
fliould  be  recorded  in  the  journals  of  the  fociety, 
as  well-wifhers  to  an  Accommodation.  Thus 
was  the  real  advantage  of  the  eatertainment  negledl- 
ed,  and  Mr.  Parry  effedtually  precluded  from 
affifting  it. 

Let  the  world  decide  whether  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Corfe  in  this  manner  to  the  foie  condudt 
of  the  Concert,  did  not  argue  a  total  want  of  con¬ 
cern  in  his  friends  for  the  advantage  of  the  enter¬ 
tainment;  and  whether,  when  they  changed  the 
End  and  Design  of  the  fociety,  they  did  not  give 
the  fubfcribers  juft  caufe  of  difguft?  They  forgot 
that  the  Concert  was  fupported  for  the  amiifeinent. 
of  the  fubfcribers,  and  not  for  the  emolument  or 
advantage  of  Mr.  Corfe.  For  what  were  the 
fubfcriptions  paid  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
but  for  the  Music?  But  now,  behold!  the  Music 
is  no  longer  regarded  or  thought  qn:  Mr.  Corfe's 
Interejl  is  become  the  main  objefr;  wherever  that 
calls,  the  fubfcribers  are  to  follow,  and  if  they 


I  remember  there  Vv’as  a  fubfcriber,  who,  in  a  low  tremulous  voice, 
ieemed  to  me  to  be  repeating,  mernoritur^  that  unintelligible  hand¬ 
bill,  which  was  circulated  by  Mr.  Corse's  friends  a  day  or 'two 
preceding  the  meeting.  Nobody  could  hear  diftindlly  what  he 
faid;  and  at  laft  he  was  replied  to,  and  filenced,  by  one  of  his 
own  party,  who  ftood  near  him,  and  who  difeovered  (as  I  fup- 

pofe)  tiiat  he  was  goite  off  upQ?i  cj  wrong  fcont,— - No  other 

aEifwer  was  attempted. 


do 
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do  not  follow,  are  to  be  driven.^  This  (I  fay) 
is  to  depart  egregioufly  from  the  original  purpofe 
of  the  inftitution,  and,  at  beft,  is  to  make  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  Performers,  inftead  of  the  fup- 
port  and  advancement  of  the  Performance,  the 
objeft  of  the  fociety.  A  ftrange  innovation,  which 
it  is  no  wonder  that  the  real  lovers  of  rnufic  lliould 
ftrenuoufly  oppofe.  To  vote  Mr.  Corfe  the  foie 
conduit  of  the  Concert,  every  one  knew,  was  in 
effed:  to  vote  the  exclufion  of  Mr.  Parry j  and 
was  it  fair  or  reafonable  that  the  fubfcribers  and 
their  friends  flaould  be  deprived  of  fo  much  plea- 
lure  as  they  would  have  received  from  him,  for  the 
foie  purpofe  of  honoring,  or  rather  humouring^  one 
fingie  performer?  The  truth  is,  that  altho’  the 
members  of  the  Concert  are  great  lofers,  Mr. 
CoRFE  is  not  really  a  gainer;  but  if  he  was  to  be 
adually  ever  fo  much  a  gainer,  ftill  I  contend  that 
the  good  of  the  entertainment  is  on  no  account  to 
be  given  up  in  the  lead:  inftance  to  him,  or  to  any 
one  bedde.  Wlien  Mr.  Corfe’s  friends  talked 
therefore  fo  largely  about  humanity  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  &c.  it  was  nothing  to  the  purpofe;  it  would 
have  been  nothing  to  the  purpofe,  if  they  had  really 
been  fincere,  and  meant  what  they  laid. 

It  is  impradicable  to  be  direded  by  motives  of 
liberality  in  all  the  little  amufements  we  carry  pn. 
And  why  Ihould  every  fociety  be  ib  fpeedily  con¬ 
verted  into  a  Charity  ?  Are  there  not  inilitutions 

enough  for  generous  and  humane  purpofes  ? - 

Suwn  ciiiq; - Projeds  for  charity,  v/here  nothing 

can  properly  be  propofed  but  entertainment,  are 


*  If  the  fubfcribers  had  been  unanimous  in  thus  altering  the 
End  of  the  fbaefy,  it  might  properly  have  been  done,  but  that  was 
by  ito  means  the  cafe. 

ridiculous 

r 


[  22  ] 

ridiculous  and  puritannical.  Tliofe  who  are  aflo- 
ciated  for  the  purpofe  of  entertainment,  will  ge¬ 
nerally  make  it  their  firft  care  to  preferve  their  en¬ 
tertainment  in  its  highefh  poffible  perfedlion,  ef- 
teeming  all  other  confiderations  as  Jecondary  to  this 
principal  objed:.  Subfcribers  to  a  Concert  will 
only  regard  the  feveral  performers  with  reference 
to  their  mufical  qualifications. 

Whether  they  are  poor  muiicians,  or  rich  mufi- 
cians ;  whether  they  have  many  children,  or  none 
at  all ;  whether  they  have  been  lucky,  or  unlucky; 
will  be  no  concern  of  theirs.  The  fingle  point  of 
enquiry  will  be,  whether  they  can  fapport  their 
parts  well  in  the  orcheftra.  And  thus,  no  unlkilful 
performer  will  be  admitted  through  favor,  no 
fkiiful  one  excluded  through  diflike,  nor  (as  it 
ihould  feem)  will  fuch  marks  of  diftindtion  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  any  one  performer  as  may  difcourage  others 
from  joining  the  fociety. 

On  thefe  extenfive  and  liberal  ideas,  moft  public 
amufements  are  conduded,  and  it  is  well  they  are 
fo  conduded ;  for  the  introdudion  of  foreign  de-- 
Jigns  and  extraneous  objeBs  muft  always  produce 
confufion  and  conteft,  and,  in  the  end,  the  downfall 
of  the  amufement. 

Lady  Carteret  recommended  a  finging-man  to 
Dean  Swift,  and  folicited  with  rtiuch  importunity, 
Jind  amongft  other  arguments,  mentioned  his  many 
good  qualities^  and  his  large  family.  Madam,  faid 
the  Dean,  I  have  never  confidered  any  other  pomt 
in  thefe  promotions  than  the  good  of  my  choir ;  I 
never  permit  any  influence  to  iway  me,  or  compaf- 
|ion  to  melt  me,  and  by  this  pradice  I  have  brought 
my  choir  into  good  order,  But  (added  he)  if  your 
friend  will  take  orders,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  get 

.  ^  him 
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him  a  deanery  or  a  blfhoprick,  for  they  are  prefer¬ 
ments  for  which  he  feems  exa£lly  qualified. 

This  ftory  is  told  by  one  of  the  Dean’s  biogra¬ 
phers,  and  I  have  cited  it  for  the  fake  of  his  admi¬ 
rable  rule  in  fupplying  the  vacancies  of  his  choir. 
For  my  own  part,  I  have  always  admired  his  manly 
indifference  to  the  folicitations  of  a  fine  lady,  who 
had  probably  no  pretenfions  but  what  her  filly  pride 
fuggefted,  to  recommend  her  favourites  to  him. 

We  proved,  in  the  beginning  of  this  Paper,  that 
the  real  motives  of  Mr.  Corfe’s  friends  were  rna-" 
licious ;  and  we  have  now  Ihewn  that  their  oftenfible 
reafons  are  abfurd.^ 

The  reader,  if  he  does  not  know  Mr.  Corfe’s 
fituation  and  circumftances,  will  naturally  enquire 
what  they  are  fuppofed  to  be;  and  it  will  be  proper 
to  inform  him,  that  they  are  univerfally  faid  to  be 
very  competent  and  comfortable :  So  that  the  argu¬ 
ment  upon  which  his  friends  have  enlarged  fo  pa- 
;thetically,  and  refted  fo  much  of  their  caufe,  falls 
to  the  ground.  Any  one  of  obfervation  indeed 
Imuft  have  feen,  that  the  plea  of  Mr.  Corfe’s  fmali 
I  income,  large  family,  &c.  was  only  urged  to  draw 
j people  into  his  party,  and  to  operate  upon  the 
ipaffions  of  weak  people.  For  had  his  real  fituation 
been  as  his  friends  affedred  fometimes  to  defcribe 
it,  he  would  certainly  not  have  preferred  the  poll 
of  Condudor  of  the  Concert  (which  is  a  poft  of 
no  profit  at  all)  to  an  annual  Benefit-concert :  and' 
his  friends  would,  no  doubt,  have  advifed  him  to 


^  Logicians  (with  fomewhat  more  pleafantry  than  they  ufually 
deal  in)  take  notice  of  two  forts  of  Reasons  or  Arguments  : 
(Ratio  suasoria,  and  Ratio  justificans:  The  Reasom 
[which  perfuades  to  adion,  ana  the  Reason  which  is  afterwards 
Iheld  up  to  the  world  to  julfify  what  is  done. 


con- 
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corrfider  his  intercjl  rather  than  his  dignity and 
to  decline  that  ufelefs,  barren,  empty  Ibvereignty 
which  he  now  enjoys,  in  order  to  fecure  fixty  or 
feventy  pounds  per  aim.  which  I  have  no  douot 
his  benefit  v/ould  have  brought  in.  Inftead  of 
this,  when  the  Benefit-concert  was  firft  hinted,  the 
reply  made  was,  No,  Mr,  Corfe  Jhall  not  be 
put  on  the  pariJJj- books.'' — If  he  is  poor,  he  is 
unpardonably  proud:  but  it  moft  reafonably  may 
be  inferred,  that  being  fo  proud,  he  certainly  is 

not  poor. 

In  competitions  for  offices  of  profit,  (efpecially 
if  the  office  be  eleblive)  I  have  remarked,  that  one  of 
the  candidates  at  leafl  ufually  attempts  to  ftrengthen 
his  claims  by  the  plea  of  a  large  family  and  a  fmall 
income,  &c.  and  by  this  expedient,^  a  confiderable 
number  of  friends  have  frequently  been  obtained; 
and  if  it  ffiould  happen  that  the  good  man  does 
not  fucceed,  his  kind  protedlors  are  furnifhed  with 
a  flock  of  violent  invedlive  againft  their  opponents, 
for  their  want  of  compaffion  and  generojtty.  For 
iiiy  own  part,  I  always  preferred  the  maxim  Detur 
Digniori,  to  that  of  Detur  Pauper  ton but  thefe  bene¬ 
volent  people,  if  they  had  Icope,  would  foon  de¬ 
grade  the  falaries  and  perquifites  of  all  offices  into 
mere  penfions  for  the  indigent. 

But  the  chief  argument  now  urged  by  Mr. 
CoRFE^s  friends  (and  which  muft  be  particularly 
confidered)  is,  that  they  are  much  more  numerous 
than  the  diffientients ;  and  that  fubmiffion  and  ac- 
quiefcence  is  always  due  from  the  minority  to  the 

majority. 

Thofe  who  Infill  fo  rigoroufly  on  the  fupreme 
power  of  a  majority,  feem  not  to  have  well  weighed 
the  difference  between  a  Corporate  Body  and 

a  fociety  like  ours;  and  yet  I  ffiould  fuppofe  that 

no 
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no  one  WQ\iId  fay  that  bufmefs  can  be  carried  oh 
in  the  fame  manner  in  a  felf-conftituted  fociety, 
fupported  by  voluntary  contribution,  as  it  is  in 
thofe  authorized  by  the  King’s  charter.  The 
power  of  a  majority  over  diffehtients  in  fuch  felf- 
conftituted  focieties,  is  either  more  or  lefs,  or  no¬ 
thing,  as  they  pleafe^  to  make  it;  and  alh  it  can 
pretend  is,- — to  govern  thofe  who  choofe  to  be 
governed.  If  we  aik  what  has  generally  deftroyed 
fuch  focieties,  we  fhall  find  that  it  was  mofi:  com¬ 
monly  an  attempt  in  certain  of  the  members,  upon 
the  plea  of  being  the  majority^  to  force  fome  dif^ 
agreeable  refolutions  upon  the  reft ;  till  at  length 
the  members  feceded,  the  fubfcriptions  ceafed,  and 
the  theatre  became  a  defert.  When  once  a  fociety 
inftituted  for  entertainment  is  governed  according 
to  the  rules  of  Corporations,  one  rhay  fafely  pre- 
did:  its  fpeedy  diflblution.  It^muft  Oeafe  to  be 
agreeable,  and  cealing  to  be  agreeable,  will  not  be 
thought  worth  fupporting*  - 

Thofe  who  are  converfant  in  the  hiftory  of 
Majorities  and  Minorities  will  tell  us  how 
common  it  is  for  the  former  to  be  in  the  wrong, 
and  the  latter  in  the  right.  The  Art  of  Canvafling 
is  not  always  made  fubfervient  to  the  caufe  of 
Truth  :  And  a  bold  and  Ikilful  canvalfer  will 
foon  colleft  a  large  Majority* 

The  modest  man,  unable  to  refufe  what  is 
aiked  bf  him,  is  eafily  fecured.  The  indolent 
MAN  liftens  only  to  one  fide  of  the  queftion.  The 
SIMPLE  MAN  can  underftand  neither.  The  selfish 
MAN  is  guided  by  his  own  intereft.  ^  The  capri¬ 
cious 


*  I  could  relate  in  this  place  a  very  diverting  ftory  of  a  certain 
learned  Divine,  of  this  defcription,  who,  it  is  faid,  expciSis  to  hnU 
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cioiTS  MAN  is  determined  by  fome  little  circum- 
ftance  which  hits  his  humour  and  fancy^  And^  (to 
omit  many  others)  the  credulous  man  believes 
all  the  falfe  fadts  which  are  confidently  related  to 
him.  No  wonder  therefore  that  we  have  fuch 
vast  MAJORITIES;  fuch  mixed  multitudes  fo 
often  brought  together,  to  give  their  fandlion  to 
wrong  meafureSi 

So  far  from  thinking  themfelves  bound  to  fubmit 
to  the  decifions  of  the  majority,  fome  of  the  fub-^ 
fcribers  to  the  Salifbury  Concert  have  already  with¬ 
drawn  themfelves  from  the  fociety,  and  many  more 
will  probably  be  found  miffing  at  the  beginning  of 
the  new  year.  Thefe,  not  having  yet  learnt  the 
fafhionable  duty  of  unconditional  submission^ 
will  probably  alfo  afpire  to  independency,  and  be 
fetting  up  for  themfelves.  In  plain  words,  the  pre^ 
fent  Concert  is  become  very  difagreeable  to  them, 
therefore  they  choofe  to  quit  the  fociety,  and  to 
feek  their  mufic  elfewhere.  If  they  ffiould  be 
looked  on  as  Dissenters  and  Heretics,  ftill 
they  may  claim  the  benefit  of  the  ad  (or  at  leaft 
of  the  principle  of  the  adt)  of  Toleration.  They 
mean  not  to  give  any  difturbance  to  others,  and  only 
defire  to  have  the  quiet  ufe  of  their  own  conven¬ 
ticle  :  and  as  it  is  not  a  conventicle  for  religious 
ufes,  there  will  not  be  (it  is  prefumed)  any  need 
of  the  Bifhop’s  licence. 

It  was  imprafticable  to  go  on,  with  people  who 
wanted  to  govern  and  over-rule  at  this  rate ;  who 
could  convert  a  fociety  eftabliffied  for  general  en¬ 
tertainment,  to  their  own  private  views  and  defigns. 


his  advantage  in  fomenting  our  mufical  differences.  I  forbear, 
however,  at  prefent,  to  remind  the  reverend  gentleman  of  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  his  late  negociation. 


and 
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and  who  could  introduce  into  it  all  the  tricks  of  a 
city-elecftion.  Mr,  Parry,  therefore,  has  been 
advifed  by  his  friends  to  advertife  a  Concert  under 
his  direction,  a  meafure  which  they  originally 
meant  to  advife^  and  which  has  been  deferred  fc> 
kng  from  the  lincereft  wiflies  for  an  accom¬ 
modation,  Our  final  feparation,  however,  is 
now  become  neceffary  ^  and  as  each  party  will 
therefore  take  its  own  feparate  courfe,  mutual  tole¬ 
ration  fhould  be  pradtifed,  and  all  conteft  and  dif- 
fention  laid  afide. 

But  as  Mr.  Parry's  friends  would  be  forry  to 
give  any  occafion  of  offence,  it  is  proper  to  obviate, 
if  they  can,  thofe  jealoufies  and  groundlefs  apprc- 
henfions  which  have  been  alluded  to  already,  and 
which  were  propofed  to  be  taken  notice  of  in  the 
fecond  part  of  this  paper. 

Such  imputations  and  calumnies  have  been  thrown 
out  fey  Mr,  Corfe's  partizans,  as  have  given  Mr. 
Parry’s  friends  in  particular  great  uneafinefs; 
for  with  the  liberal  and  candid  on  both  ddes  they 
would  always  wifh  to  ftand  fair;  but  as  to  the 
malignity  of  incendiaries,  they  are  well  content  to 
let  it  take  its  courfe,  whether  it  Jbews  itfelf  in  rude 
and  infol.ent  expreffions,  in  bafe  calumnies  and  flan¬ 
kers,  or  meanly  Jkulks  behind  abujive  anonymous  letters. 

It  has  been  moft  confidently  afferted,  that  Mr. 
Parry’s  fuccefs  was  owing  entirely  to  the  late 
Dr.  Stephens’s  vindidtive  difpofitipn  towards  Mr. 
CoRFE.  He  (they  pretend)  engaged  the  Chapter 
in  his  quarrel,  and  had  the  pleafure  of  knowing 
before  he  expired,  that  his  revenge  was  complete ; 
that  the  fucceflion  was  fettled;  and  that  Corfe 
was  excluded:  and  thus  (they  fay)  Mr.  Parry 
came  to  be  Organift.  Before  I  go  on,  I  would 
beg  leave  to  remark,  that  here  are  two  points 
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taken  for  granted;  the  firft  is,  “  that  the  late  Dr, 
Stephens  recommended  a  fuccelTor  to  the  Chap- 
"  ter;”  the  fecond,  “  that  if  he  did  this,  he  did  it 
from  a  bad  motive,  thro'  enmity  to  Mr.  Corfe, 
and  not  thro’  affedion  to  Mr.  Parry.” 

This  imaginary  tranfadion  between  Dr.  Stephens 
and  the  Chapter,  they  affed  to  call  a  Plot  con^ 
trived  in  fecret  againft  Mr.  Corfe ;  they  talk  of 
it  in  very  tragical  terms,  and  tell  you  that  Mr. 
Corfe  was  to  have  been  driven  out  of  Salifbury, 
and  that  the  inveteracy  of  the  Chapter  againft  him 
was  without  bounds.  Of  this  affair,  after  diligent 
enquiry,  I  never  could  difcover  even  the  leaft 
ftiadow  of  proof.  But  it  has  been  told  to  every 
body,  and  numbers  credit  it  upon  the  authority  of 
the  relaters.  Let  the  fagacious  dcteder  of  this 
myfterious  buiinefs  (whoever  he  is)  openly  difclofe 
to  the-  world  what  he  knows  of  it. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  public  will  refled,  that  it 
is  not  probable  that  the  late  Dr.  Stephens  Ihould 
be  fo  familiarly  free  with  any  of  the  Chapter,  as 
to  recommend  a  fuccelfor  ;  It  is  not  much  more 
probable,  that  he  fhould  be  fo  fond  of  thinking 
of  what  was  to  be  done  after  his  own  death;  and 
(with  a  little  exertion  of  one’s  charity)  one  might 
believe  that  a  man  with  the  approaches  of  death 
before  his  eyes,  would  not  be  altogether  fo  vin- 
didive  as  they  reprefent  him,  Whoever  remem¬ 
bers,  however,  the  circumftances  of  Dr.  Stephens’s 
death,  will  find  how  much  this  Chapter-house 
Plot  is  contradided  by  thpfe  circumftances.  The 
day  before  he  was  taken  ill,  he  had  no  thoughts 
of  being  likely  foon  to  die;  V/hen  he  tvas  feized, 
he  immediately  became  fpeechlefs,  and  continued 
fo  till  he  expired.  Yet  it  has  been  related,  that 
on  bus  death-bed  he  conjured  his  phyfician  to  fpp- 
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port  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Parry;  and  on  this  ac¬ 
count,  HE  has  been  ftiled  by  thofe  who  tell  this 
lying  tale,  one  of  the  executors  of  Dr,  Stephens  s 
laft  pious  will,'' 

A  fictitious  Plot  is  often  of  great  ufe  to  a  party, 
as  might  be  largely  fhewn  from  hiftory,  ancient 
and  modern,  and  well-ordered  combinations  are 
fcarely  ever  unprovided  of  them.  AffeCled  fears 
and  groundlefs  apprehenfions  are  fometimes  the 
befi;  weapons  they  have  to  fght  with:  The  plot- 
flory  always  produces  that  ardor  and  unquenchable 
fpirit  fo  requifite  in  a  party;  it  is  well  calculated 
for  the  credulity  of  the  multitude;  and  is  happily 
level  to  the  capacities  of  old  women  and  children, 
who  all  join  in  the  clamour,  and  in  commiferating 
the  poor  gentleman  that  was  fo  near  being  undone  by 
the  wicked  plot. 

To  be  ferious  ;  this  ftory  of  the  Plot  is  entirely 
deftitute  of  the  leall  foundation  ;  and  ought  either 
to  be  publickly  proved  by  thofe  who  pretend  to 
have  difcQvered  it,  or  to  be  given  up  as  falie.  It 
is  generally  ftated  as  the  caufe  and  firft  beginning 
ef  the  conteft  by  Mr.  Corfe’s  friends ;  of  all 
their  uneafinefs  and  anxiety  on  his  account,  and  of 
all  their  zeal  and  efforts  for  his  fervice.  Yet  what 
is  this  chief  corner  Hope  of  the  cont rover fy  come 
to  ?  It  was  brought  into  exiftence  by  their  creative 
imaginations,  and  has  in  faCl  no  place’  but  in  the 
world  of  ideas.  •  ; 

Having  now  happily  got  rid  of  the  plot,  I  mu(t 
take  notice  of  the  other  minor  jealoufies  which 
have  ariien,  ^  " 

They  fay,  if  Mr.  Parry  was  to  be  admitted 
to  ari  equality  with  Mr.  Corfe,  he  would  foon 
contrive,  with  the  aid  of  his  friends,  to  help  him-jt 
|elf  to  the  fuperiority :  Howevpr  there  is  no  poffir*. 
'  ‘  ^  bility 
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bility  that  this  could  ever  be  the  cafe,  from  the 
accommodation  propofed.  If  Mr.  Corfe  had  di¬ 
vided  the  direftipn  of  the  Concert  with  Mr.  Parry, 
according  to  Mr.  Parry’s  propofal,  he  would  have 
been  efteftually  fecured  againft  any  future  conteft 
with  him  j  Mr.  Parry  would  have  regarded  this 
agreement  as  equally  binding  with  any  other  agree¬ 
ment  on  any  other  concern  ;  and  having  agreed  to 
fluare  the  diredlion  of  the  Concert  with  Mr.  Corfe, 
he  would  have  had  no  inclination  for  any  thing 
further,  for  he  would  then  have  had  all  he  defired, 
as  he  repeatedly  declared ;  nor  could  he,  in  honor ^ 
after  having  volvintarily  propofed  to  jhare  the 
Di  RECTioN,  pretend  to  alk  for,  or  even  accept  the 
foie  conduct  of  the  Concert.  I  hope  I  need  fay  no' 
more  on  this  point. 

It  was  particularly  objedted,  (I  remember)  by 
Mr.  Corfe’s  party,  that  it  was  abfurd  to  have  two 
Musical  Monarchs  (as  they  called  them)  and 
that  they  would  be,  from  the  nature  of  the  plan, 
eternally  difagreeing. 

I  liftened  carefully  to  this  objection,  when  it  was 
firft  mentioned  to  me ;  but  upon  enquiring  parti¬ 
cularly  the  opinion  of  fome  Ikilful  muficians  about 
the  plan,  they  alTured  me,  over  and  over,  that  there 
was  no  reafon  -to  appprehend  any  fuch  thing,  ^ud 
that  two  profeffors  of  mufic  might  very  well  con¬ 
duct  a  Concert  jointly,  if  they  pleafed:  that  there 
was  nothing  impradlicable  or  difficult  in  the  thing 
to  be  done,'  if  there  was  no  unwillingnefs  in  thofe 
who  were  to  do  it.  All  objedlions  of  this  kind 
came  from  one  fide,  and  Mr.  Parhy  faw  nq 
difficulty  in  the  matter.  They  ;  talk  incelTantly 
about  this  difficulty,  as  if  it  really  cxifted  in  the 
nature  of  things whereas  in  fadl  it  is  a  difficulty 
of  their  pvyn  m^^king,  and  proceeded  front  nothing 
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